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The Broadway Historic District Association in cooperation with
the Rock Island Police Department hosted a bike safety rodeo in
September. Over thirty bikes were registered. In order to register
their bikes, participants had to pass the safety course designed by
the RIPD.

Porch Party Answer to Winter Doldrums

‘Tis the season to prepare for a party — a PORCH party, that is!
The holidays are over and now you're left wondering what to do
until spring arrives. Well, we've got the answer (for at least an af -
ternoon) — attend the 10th annual Broadway Historic District Asso-
ciation's Porch Party! The event will be 1:30 to 4 p.m., Sunday,
February 29, 2004. The ideais to bring neighbors together at atime
when we're al likely to be hibernating from winter. And best of all,
it's free and includes refreshments!

Each guest will be invited to visit two Broadway homes. You'll
receive an invitation to the first house prior to the event. Then,
you'll get the location of the second home while you're at the party.

Everyone is welcome to participate as a guest, or if you would like,
you can serve as a host by opening up your home to several of your
neighbors. To be included on the guest list, or to volunteer as a host,
please contact Bob or Barb Braun a 788-1769 or
braun@qconline.com by February 15.

Broadway Pioneer Will Be Missed

Broadway neighbor Suzanne Curry passed away on December 4,
2003 after a sudden illness. She and her |ate husband, Jack, were the
owners and caretakers of the Robert Wagner House. They were ac-
tive in the early organization of Broadway Historic Area, serving on
the steering committee for the Broadway Neighborhood Conserva-
tion Plan, which detailed goals and strategies for Broadway to be
included in the City of Rock Idand’s comprehensive plan. Suzanne
was aso responsible for researching and preparing many of the
landmark applications for historic properties in Rock Island and
assisted many neighbors in researching their homes. She prepared
information for many of the Broadway Tour of Homes brochures
and about the characters featured in Chippiannock Cemetery’s Epi-
taphs Brought to Life. She was a valuable resource of information
about historic architecture and local history. Her dry wit, gracious
hospitality, and culinary skills will be missed by her neighbors.

The 22nd/23rd Street Block Club honored Suzanne at the January
gathering and potluck held on Sunday, January 25th at the Broad-
way Preshbyterian Church. A collection for a memoria tree, which
will be planted at Chippiannock with a plaque in her honor, was
taken at the meeting.

If you areinterested in donating to the fund, call Sue at 786-5768.

Broadway Web Site to Show Homes for Sale

The Board of Directors approved at their January meeting a plan to
offer Broadway homeowners the opportunity to advertise their
homes for sale on the Broadway web site.

To list your property, send mail or an email describing it to: Ed
Hanna, 1205 17th St. or webmaster @broadwaydistrict.org. If possi-
ble include a digital photo. If you don’t have the capability of send-
ing adigital photo, let Ed know and a photo will be taken for you.

For more information and guidelines, check the Broadway web
site.

The Broadway Board

Martha Dismer 788-0823 Deb Magnuson 786-3927
Ed Hanna 794-1712 Linda Rowe 788-8858
Sue Carothers 786-5768 Bill Rowand 788-2473
Mary Littig 793-1865 Bob Braun 788-1769
Jeff McKinley 793-1060

Board Meetings are usualy held on the third Thursday of each
month. If you wish to attend a meeting, please contact a board
member for the time and date for the next meeting.
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New Trees and Sidewalks for Broadway

This fall several Broadway neighbors took advantage of a partner-
ship between the City of Rock Island and the Broadway Historic
District Association to either plant trees in their boulevards or to
install new sidewalks. The City offers a tree program in which it
will pay one-half and the homeowner pays the other half of the cost
of a boulevard tree. The Association offered to pay for the home-
owner's cost for 5 trees. The first five people who contacted board
member Jeff McKinley and received a tree are Doug Campbell, 948
22" Street; Michael Madsen, 734 23 Street; Carol and Paul
Fessler, 727 19" Street; Connie Schaubroeck, 1030 22™ Street; and
Bill and Wendy Rowand, 536 23" Street. This spring should bring
anew, leafy look to our streets.

The City also offers a similar program for sidewalk replacement.
Broadway offered to share one-half of the homeowner’s cost. Steve
Trainor and Gaye Dunn, 2229 10" Avenue, and Ernie and Carol
Crider, 946 23" Street, participated with Broadway and now have
new sidewalks. Steve Trainor said the old walks were in very poor
shape, but that the new ones are the envy of the neighborhood!

The Broadway Board hopes to alocate more funds to these pro-
jects this year depending on resources. Stay tuned for future no-
tices.

L oans Available for Improvements

The City of Rock Island has restructured its Repayable Loan Pro-
gram, which is offered to qualified property owners citywide. The
new program focuses on the exterior of properties, and the follow-
ing improvements are eligible: repair or replacement (including
demoalition) for garages, roofs and/or gutters for the house or ga-
rage, repairs to either public or private sidewalks, and tree removal
on private property or public right of way. The program is for
owner-occupied and investor-owned properties.

The interest rate is 3%, based on ability to repay the loan, and the
maximum loan amount is $5,000. Applications will be taken on a
first-come, first-serve basis starting on April 5, 2004. Please call to
make an appointment to apply. This program operates similar to a
bank loan and will involve a mortgage on the property.

Please contact Barb Jerrett, Housing Program Officer, with ques-
tions about city programs at (309)732-2900.

Local Historic District Designation Efforts Continue

For the past severa months a committee made up of Broadway
neighbors Dan Carothers, Deb Kuntzi, Jeff McKinley, and Bruceann
Phillips has explored the possible creation of a Local Historic Dis-
trict for the Broadway area. Information has been gathered from a
variety of sources, including other historic districts, the City, and the
internet, and shared with Broadway neighbors through a mailing and
three public meetings.

123 survey cards have been returned so far. 72 are in favor and 31

are against the creation of alocal historic district. Four cards, two
in favor and two against, did not contain the senders name or ad-
dress. 16 responses did not indicate a preference and either re-
quested additional information or said they would attend more meet-
ings.

Since the ratio of support is more than 2 to 1, the committee has
decided to proceed with the circulation of petitions in support of a
local historic district. A minimum 25% of the owners of record of
the 550 parcels in the neighborhood must sign the petition before it
can be submitted along with the application to the Rock Island His-
toric Preservation Commission.

A series of additional one hour meetings will be scheduled for Feb-
ruary 8 & 15 in homes throughout the neighborhood. Please mark
your calendars now and plan to attend one or more meetings if you
have questions or if you wish to sign the petition. A letter from the
committee containing more details and the times and locations of
the home meetings will be sent soon. The issue will also be dis-
cussed and the petition available for signature at the annual Vision
Meeting on February 19.

Annual Meeting Notice
February 19, 2004 7:00 pm
Broadway Presbyterian Church
Pizza and Refreshments
Roundtable Discussion and
Review of the Past Year

Broadway on the Web...www.broadwaydistrict.org



